
Following the Great Feast of 
Theophany (January 6th), I will be 
blessing homes. House blessings will 
be arranged with those who sign-up 
in the vestibule, call 652-1825 or 

email (svernak@hotmail.com). This is a nice opportunity 
for us to spend some “quality time” together, for you to 
ask questions or voice concerns, and most importantly, 
to receive the blessing of Christ into your home.  

CTS QUARTERLY 

If our resolutions help us in 
these virtues, then they are 
probably of eternal value. 
If on the other hand, our 
resolutions make us too 
busy to bother with these 
spiritual disciplines, then 
they are probably a distrac-
tion and a sure path to de-
spair and alienation. 
 

In closing let us meditate 
on  a very famous 
“resolution”  of our be-
loved father, St. Herman 
of Alaska:  
 

From this day, from this 
hour, from this minute, let 
us strive to love God above 
all, and fulfill His holy will.  
 
With love in our newborn King-  

Therefore let us not judge 
one another anymore, but 
rather resolve this, not to 
put a stumbling block or a 
cause to fall in [our] 
brother's way . 
 - Romans 14:13 
 

Christ is Born! 
Glorify Him! 
 

This is a time of year 
when many of us feel 
compelled to make our 
New Year’s resolutions. 
We may want to lose a 
pants size, eat healthier, 
quit smoking, spend less 
money, or conversely - 
spend more time with our 
loved ones. In each of 
these instances, and the 
c o u n t l e s s  o t h e r 
“resolutions” that are 
made, ultimately we are 
acknowledging that we 
are not perfect, and that 

we are in need of some 
improvement.  
 

From the standpoint of 
our Orthodox Christian 
Faith, this can be a good 
thing. However, like all 
good things - if we are 
not careful, even the de-
sire for improvement can 
become distorted into a 
self-centered obsession, 
which may ultimately 
lead to despair and alien-
ation from God and our 
neighbors.  
 

Our Faith gives us a filter by 
which we can determine  
which are the beneficial 
resolutions… namely - 
prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving, not to mention 
their constant companions, 
regular participation in the 
liturgical life of the church 
and repentance. 

A note from Fr. Stephen... 
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WELCOME TO THE COMMUNITY 

AT CHRIST THE SAVIOUR. . . 

AXIOS! AXIOS! AXIOS! 
 

His Beatitude Metropolitan JONAH 
Elected Primate of the OCA 

 at the 15th All-American Council.  
May God grant him many years! 

 

New Member: 
Janine Legg 

 

New Catechumen: 
Sean Cameron 
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Christ the Saviour 08-09 Parish Council (PC) 

Christian Stewardship 

Christian Stewardship requires that: 
 

1. We recognize ourselves and our world 
(everything we are and have) as belonging to God. 
 

2. We affirm all life, possessions, talents, gifts - 
both actual and potential - are entrusted to us for our 
lifetime use and management. (Genesis 1:26-28) 
 

3. We acknowledge that we are not only 
responsible, but also accountable for how we 
exercise this Stewardship. (Malachi 3:7-11) 
 

4. We share a portion of God’s gifts to us with the 
rest of His creation, out of gratitude for His 
first loving us. (II Corinthians 9:7) 

Visit www.christthesaviourhbg.org for weekly bulletins, the monthly calendar,     
photos, and countless other resources highlighting our Orthodox Christian Community. 

Not on the web? Contact the Church office at 717-652-1825 and we will mail                        
you our weekly bulletin (Please consider a donation to cover the cost of postage). 

Parish Council President: Michael Zuro 
 

Parish Council VP: David Martin 
 

Recording Secretary: Kathleen Pankiw 
 

Assistant Rec. Sec.: Susan Dotsey 
 

Treasurer: John Dotsey  
 

Financial Secretary: Alice Mallick 

 

Assistant Fin. Sec.: John Schilling 
 

Vestry Persons: Willard Brown,                   
Thomas Drebot, Kidane Ghebremichael, 
Paul Hadginske Carl Polansky,                        
John Pylypciw, Dimitri Ressetar,  
Harry Sysak, Peter Taleff, & Joanne Wevodau 
 

Auditors:  
Eleanor Herman & Lawrence Smith 

Annual Meeting Highlights 
 
 

Approved Budget:  $204,465  
Parish Census:   144 households 
    188 Adults  
                    71 Children 

 

We should each prayerfully give what we are able 
in order to support the work of our active parish 
by stewardship / tithing of a fixed percentage of 
our income… “not grudgingly or of necessity; for 

God loves a cheerful giver”  (2 Cor. 9:7)  

    

Approved Projects & Major Expenses: 
• Heat Pump - $4,000 
• Kitchen Upgrade (Phase 1) - $5,000 
• New Refrigerator - $4,000 
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A d v e n t  M e s s a g e  o f  H i s  B e a t i t u d e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  J O N AH 

“A Light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death...” 

Beloved in Christ, 
Christ is in our midst! 
 

As we prepare for the celebra-
tion of the First Coming in the 
Flesh of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, we must fast and 
pray, and especially give alms, 
to be able to enter into the joy 
and grace of the Feast. By 
prayer and fasting, we empty 
ourselves of the chaos of our 
passions and the distractions 
of the world, so that we might 
have peace in our souls and 
silence in our hearts. By this, 
we identify ourselves with the 
silence and peace of the 
Mother of God, who accepted 
the Divine Presence within her 
self, so that the Word might 
become flesh and dwell 
among us. Let us also let the 
Word become incarnate in our 
hearts and souls and bodies, 
our thoughts and actions, that 
we might become instruments 
of His Will, being recreated in 
Christ for good works. 
 

We give alms as a way of 
overcoming our selfishness, of 
detaching ourselves from 
grasping for possessions and 
money, so that the generosity 
of God who gave His Son for 
us may shine forth from us. 
We give alms to those in need, 
as a way of honoring Christ, 
who identified Himself with 
the poor, the suffering, the 
persecuted and the oppressed. 
Whoever is poor, whoever is 

suffering, whoever is rejected 
and oppressed, is Christ; let us 
minister to Him in them. Let 
us open our minds and hearts, 
our homes and our wallets, to 
those suffering from loneliness 
and despair, those who have 
lost their jobs and fear to lose 
their dignity, the orphans and 
widows-the fatherless and di-
vorced, elderly, abandoned 
and alone. It is good to write 
checks to organizations. But 
the spiritual riches come from 
consoling Christ by serving 
those in need, personally, with 
warm affection. 
  

Ours is a time of great uncer-
tainty, fear and war. The econ-
omy is teetering, unemploy-
ment is mushrooming. Tens of 
thousands of our children, 
brothers and sisters are in peril 
at war in distant lands. Of 
those who have returned, how 
many are broken and in de-
spair, not knowing where to 
turn from the unending night-
mares in their memories and 
their minds. We must espe-
cially reach out to them and 
their families, Orthodox or 
not, to comfort and console 
and give them our help, as in-
dividuals and as Christian 
communities. 
  
The Coming of Christ is a 
message of hope, the banish-
ment of despair. True spiritual 
striving is the means by which 

we cast out the works and 
thoughts of darkness, and let 
the Holy Spirit heal and console 
our souls. Let us cleanse our 
souls through confession, ac-
cepting Christ's forgiveness, for-
giving everyone who has of-
fended or hurt us, and forgiving 
ourselves. By repentance we 
must cast out all resentments 
and anger, bitterness and self-
loathing, selfishness and carnal-
ity, self-serving desires for re-
venge and retribution, all that 
entombs us in guilt. 
  

Then with a pure mind and a 
broken heart enkindled by 
love, overflowing with com-
passion for those suffering and 
in need, we might give birth to 
Christ in our lives, that we 
might behold His Glory, the 
Glory of the Only-begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and 
truth. 
 

Wishing you joy and peace, as 
we prepare together to receive 
Christ Come in the Flesh, in 
the Holy Mysteries, in prayer, 
and in the service of the 
needy, I remain faithfully 
yours, 
 

With love in Christ, 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Archbishop of Washington & New York 
Metropolitan of All America & Canada  



CTS WINTER ‘08 EDITION -  ISSUE 2, VOLUME 4 PAGE 4 

Looking Ahead: 
Nativity & Theophany Calendar 

Wed. Dec 24th -Christmas Eve 
Royal Hours – 9:00 am 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy - 10:30 am 

Great Compline & Matins - 7:30 pm 
 

Thurs. Dec 25th - Christmas 
Divine Liturgy – 10:00 am 

 

%%%% Fast Free Period  
Dec 25th - Jan  4th 

  

Fri. Dec 26th - Synaxis of the Theotokos 
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am 

Vespers (St. Stephen) - 7:00 pm 

Sat. Dec 27th - St. Stephen 
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am 

 

Sun. Dec 28th - Parish Open House  
All are Welcome! - 4:00 pm 

 

Wed. Dec 31st - New Years Eve 
Vespers - 7:00 pm 

Thurs. Jan 1st - St. Basil  
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am 

Mon. Jan 5th - Theophany Eve 

Strict Fasting Day 

Royal Hours - 9:00 am 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy - 10:30am  

Holy Supper - 5:00 pm 

(Potluck - sign-up in vestibule) 

Great Compline & Matins - 7:00 pm 

with Great Blessing of Waters 
 

Tue. Jan 6th - Theophany 

Divine Liturgy - 9:30 am 

Blessing of Water (City Island) TBD 

Vespers (St. John) - 7:00 pm 

Wed. Jan 7th - St. John the Baptist 

Divine Liturgy - 9:30am 
 

Book Club Reminder: 
Meeting on Sun Jan 18th @ 6pm 

Anna Doray’s homeAnna Doray’s homeAnna Doray’s homeAnna Doray’s home 

(41 Leearden Road, Hershey, Pa) 

Note regarding Confessions: This is a time of the year that many who do 
not regularly receive the Holy Eucharist come to the Chalice. Please be sure to prepare 
yourself through PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer, FastingFastingFastingFasting and the Sacrament of RepentanceSacrament of RepentanceSacrament of RepentanceSacrament of Repentance. Private 
Confessions are heard on Saturday evenings following Vespers or any other time during 
the week, by appointment. Please call Fr.Fr.Fr.Fr. Stephen  Stephen  Stephen  Stephen at 652-1825 with any questions. 
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“SNAP-SHOTS” 

of our community... 
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 F.O.C.A. Adopt-a-Seminary  

Family for Christmas 

Support-A-Seminarian 

Scholarship 

 

 

Derek Alexei Schmidt Derek Alexei Schmidt Derek Alexei Schmidt Derek Alexei Schmidt     
(2nd  Year M.Div. Student at St. Tikhon’s) 

Parish Goal = $6,000.00 full scholarship 
Check payable to church - Memo: Seminarian Support  

The Mark Lichtenstein Family The Mark Lichtenstein Family The Mark Lichtenstein Family The Mark Lichtenstein Family     
(2nd  Year M.Div. Student Family at St. Tikhon’s) 
“Wish List” has been received. Please see John 
Dotsey or other “O” Club members for details 


